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STATE OF WASHINGTON 


DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY 
Mail Stop PV-17 • Olympia, Washington 98504-8771 • (206) 459-6000 


Dana Rasmussen 
Regional Administrator 


August 29, 1991 


U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region X 
1200 Sixth Avenue 
Seattle, WA 98101 


Dear Ms. Rasmussen: 


On March 27, 1991, the Department of Ecology (Ecology) adopted the Sediment 
Management Standards, Chapter 173-204 of the Washington Administrative Code. In 
accordance with federal regulations (40 CFR 131), Ecology hereby submits the rule 
(enclosed) for EPA approval. Also, please find enclosed the rule support 
documents listed below for your review of the Sediment Management Standards . . 


• Certification by the State Attorney General; 


• Final Environmental Impact Statement for the Washington State 
Sediment Management Standards; 


• Economic Impact Statement For Proposed Sediment Management 
Standards, WAC 173-204; 


• Responsiveness Summary for Adoption of Chapter 173-204 WAC Sediment 
Management Standards; and 


• Evaluation of the AET Approach for Assessing Sediment Quality 
(Report of the Sediment Criteria Subcommittee, EPA Science Advisory 
Board). 


In addition, I have enclosed a technical bibliography titled "Reports Available 
From The Sediment Management Unit" which includes multiple technical support 
documents related to development of the rule. Many of these reports were 
developed in consultation with your staff. Please advise us if any of these 
technical documents are needed for your review of the rule. 


For your information, Ecology has also made commitments to the Washington State 
Ecological Commissipn to conduct additional rule development activities for the 
first triennial review of the Sediment Management .Standards scheduled to be 
completed in 1994. These activities include: 


• Development of human health sediment criteria which are currently 
"reserved" in the Sediment Management Standards; 


• Development of freshwater sediment criteria which are currently 
reserved in the Sediment Management Standards; 







• Technical analysis of methods to improve interpretation of benthic 
community field data to identify adverse effects; 


• Modification of current antidegradation language to obtain 
consistency with recent EPA guidance; 


• Technical evaluation of bioaccumulation and bioconcentration in 
establishing human health criteria; and 


• Evaluation of sediment criteria developed by EPA when proposed. 


We appreciate the support and assistance your staff have provided during the 
development of the Sediment Management Standards and we look forward to continued 
close cooperation in the ongoing implementation of this program. Should you have 
any questions, you or your staff may call me at (206) 459-6037 or Brett Betts at 
(206) 459-6824. 


s~· 
Greg Sorlie 
Program Manager 
Central Programs 


Enclosures (7) 


ccjenc: Julie Hagenson, Washington Operations Office 
Rick Albright, EPA Region 10 










